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Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
wfficer Involved Shootmg 


Report Date: Bureau/Station/Faci n 
07/29/99 East Los Angeles Station Reson, nent 


Incident information 
Gay 499-80090-0272-055 Dale; 07/28/99 ine: 2140 


(City or Station: East Los Angeles Nature of Incident! NON-HIT SHOOTING: Deputies attempt to contact 
aag Hcy Terrace Drive 2 gang member types crouched at the rear of two bldgs. Suspects 
run b/t bidgs to front. Deputies drive to front and see/hear one 
round fired in their direction. They return fire, suspects disappear. 

Location Type Lighting (circle only one): Incident Type (circle one or more): Initiated by (circle only one) 
(circle one or more): Darkness Accidental Arrest Warrant 

Backyard Daylight Amed Perso Call 

Beach Other Fleeing Suspect 

Business Sree iD Foo Pee One Person Unit 

Tonay Gun Take Away Other 

lneeinet wasn Yabo on Moving Vehicle Search Warrant 

Park Weather (circle only one): Sniper! MR Two Person Unit 

Cloud Starte 

Reeders vs Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one) 

Rural Fog 

fut Re Traffic Stop Detective 

ANAN Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
one Unintentional Other 
n Distance: Vehicle Pursuit 
40-50 ft Warrant Service 
Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect 
3 1 Other: Z as Aero Unit? AX] Canine Unit? [XX] 


‘Employee # Last Name ShiffTime (cirele only one): | Shift Type (circle only one): 
EM _PM_Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 
Employee # Tast Name First Name MI |ShiftTime (circi only onej; | ShiftType (circio only one) 
EM _PM_Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Shifitime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one): 


Employee # Last Name First Name Mi 
EM PM_ Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Last Name First Name Ml 
Street Address E ey ~ Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Street Address Gy Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Tast Name First Name Mi 
treet Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name First Name (circle one or more): 


Employee # 


Employee # 


Witness to shooting 


Alrich Michael J. Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Last Name First Name MI (circle one or more): 
On Duty Witness to shooting 


Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Watch Sergeant 


Employee # First Name 
Christopher 


Watch Commander 


Employee # 
Coffman Jim nmn 


fet) 
Bees ae 


SH# 
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purs Rollout Information 
‘Arrival Date Arrival Time Date Submitted Date of Recommendation 
07/28/99 2230 08/02/99 
Employee # LastName Fi 
Porlier Na Clay w 

Employee # Tast Name First 

ig ee NamStacy bd 
Employes # Tast Name z First MI 

=z Tardiff Nam&on 
Shooting / Force Information 
Method Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
(AW) Awen (QV) Other Weapon: Vehicle (48) Abrasion (AD) Abdomen 
(BC) Baton:(Control) (©8) Other Weapon: Blunt Object - 
(Bi) Baton:(Impact) (O0) Other Weapon: Other (BR) ue (Ak) Ankle 
(BF) Bodily Fluids (PK) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Kick) @u) Bum UR Am 
(CN) Canine (PS) Personai Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) (CP) Complaint of Pain (Bk) Back 
(CR) Carotid Restraint (PH) Personal Weapon (HandiArm) (CO) Concussion (BT) Buttocks 
(CH) Choke Hold (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) (OH) Death (CH) Chest 
(CT) Control Holds:(Contro! Techniques) (PO) Personal Weapon (Other) (Dl) Dislocation (EL) Elbow 
(TT) Controi Holds:(Team Takedown) (RS) Resistance (DB) Dog Bite (FA) Face 
(TD) Control Holds:(Takedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 
(CE) Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (GS) Gunshot (F) Fingers 
(OC) Chemical Agents (OC Spray) (HB) Restraint Device:Hobble (Legs Only) (HB) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 
(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (TP) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) (LC) Lacerations (GR) Groin 
(EX) Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Belt (ND) Nerve Damage (HO) Hand 
(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (SP) Sap (OD) Organ Damage (HE) Head 
(FR) Firearm (Rifle) (SH) Shield (PA) Paralysis (H) Hip 
(FS) Firearm (Shotgun) (SG) 37mm Stinger (PW) Puncture Wound (IN) intemal 
(FO) Firearm (Other) (SB) Sting Bali (SD) Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 
(FB) Flashbang (ST) Stun Bag me E e E e 
(FL) Flashlight (TR) Taser ED SraTists (LE) Leg 
(OE) Other Weapon: Edged (UC) Uncooperative TIG: *, aani er T iar 
Brand (RM) Refused Med Treatment | (WR) Wrist 
(AK) AK-47 OV) ver Johnson (R) RGI 
(BN) Benelli (JE) Jennings (RO) Rossi (NN) NONE 
(BR) Beretta QO) Lorcin (SW) Smith & Wesson 
(BW) Browning (LU) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 
(CH) Charter Arms (MA) Mariin (ST) Storing 
(CO) Colt (MO) Mossberg (TA) Taurus i 
(DA) Davis Industries (NC) NCI aka SKS (WE) Weatherby (9) 9mm (24) .243 caliber (41) 410 guage 
(GL) Glock (NA) North American (WN) Winchester (10) 10mm (25) -25 caliber (44) 44 caliber 
(HA) Harrington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government (12) -12 gags (20); oar i Apa 
(20) 20 guage (35) -357 caliber (50) 50 mm 
(HI) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (inmate) 
(HK) H&K (RM) Remington (xX) Homemade (Non-Inmate) ah oe Sa soso ceibar oy an. EA 
(IT) Ithica (RG) RG (ZZ) Other Brand i 
(23) .223 caliber (40) .40 caliber 
FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 
Used By | Used Against | Method | Brand | Caliber | Authorized | Authorized. | Type of injury | Body Part 
(E# or S#) | (E# or S#) (Code) (Code) (Code) vn) (YIN) (Code) (Code) 
E2 S1 FH BR 9 Y y NN 
—t 
— } — 
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Involved Employee Informatior 


~ ~ 
URN: ____499-80090-0272-055 
Page 3 of 4 
Involved Employee 
E41 | Empovee T Last a First Name, Mi 
Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assign [Work Assignment (Unit #, tc.) 
M H Deputy 
[ShiftTime (circle only one). | Shifilype (circle only one) ‘Substance Used: 
eh Day me Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
Hospital Admission? Hosptial Name: Coroner Case? Gorner eee Interviewed? [3] 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs) [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
10 Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Height Weight: Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 
= 602 205 | Raid Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPI Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: 
= cornnesson er 
Certified with Weapon Used? ij | Patrol Certification? [ij | Prior Shootings? [9g] | Number of Prior Shootings: 4 
Field Training Officer Emp Â Last Name [===] First Name =a MI = 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name ~ First Name MI 
Employee # Last Name First Name Mi 
E2 | l Strelow Bruce A 
‘Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unit #, | 
M Ww Deputy ELA 
ShiftTime (circle only one): ‘ShiftType (circle only one): ‘Substance Used: 
EM C Day Kai Deini iia Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
C z = 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [C] 'oroner Case 
Frs of sleep prior to shooting: | Duty 1y (Clothing (circle only one} Other Factors: 
__7-8 Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket wi Vest 
‘Age Height Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
ic) 602 180 | Raid Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualification Date: ae PPI Qualification Date: | Laser Training Date: 
Certification Unit 
Certified with Weapon Used? ÎE] | Patroi Certification? | | | Prior Shootings? [5X] | Number of Prior Shootings: 4 
Field Training Officer Emp ‘hn “ o First | Mi. T 
Fieid Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
E_| Employee # Last Name First Name MI 
Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
‘ShiffTime (circle only one). | Shifilype (eirele only one): ats m Substance Used 
EM PM Day Regular Overtime Off Duty Intoxioation/Drug Usage’ 
Ci Case # 
Hospital Admission? boanion: Coroner Case? AR Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circle only one): ‘Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket wi Vest 
Age Height: Weight. Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform w/ Vest i 
Range Qualification Date: PPI Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: 
Certification Unit: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? Prior Shootings? PSAE of Prog Shootings 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi. 
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Officer Involved Shooting 
Suspect Information 


URN: 


499-80090-0272-055 


= se Page _4 of 4 
pe ormatio 
Last Name m. First Ne 
si Rico irsi Name David M! NMN 
AKA Last Name First Name MI 
"Lil Lefty" 
Sex Race: py] Stat Address: 
= 2 Hispanic aaa o M ‘i | 
| “i |" — 
Age 0.08 Height: p, rn Weight Fel# ciw 
pa 9° sanira | oir 105 0 ~ 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge. 
6142020 664(a)187 PC 3056 P.C. 
7 T 
‘cn eas Coroner Case EE EET Substance Used: 
Armeo? [X] Apprehended? DQ Mental Iliness? Criminal History? i | 
Vehicle Make Model: Year. 
Last Nar ; 
[sz me Gonzalez FirstName Michael MR, 
AKA Last Name First Name Mi. 
"Lil Chino" | 
Sex: Race: " z treet Address: ode 
~ M Hispanic = w 
Age D.O.B Height: -n Weight FBI# Cr 
28" 06/26/81 | ™" sog" “150 Fd ea] 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
6140905 664(a)187 PC 
Coroner Case? Coroner 000 #, intendestionDrug Usage’ ‘Substance Used: 
‘armed? [X] Apprehended? [XX] Mental lines? [_] Criminal History? | | 
Vehicle Make Model Year | 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
AKA Last Name First Name MI. 
Sex: Race: | Street Address: City “State & Zip Code’ | 
Work Phone Home Phone Social Security # Driver's License #: 
Age: 0.08. ~ | Height: Weight: Fale CE 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Corner Seay Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used 
Armed? | ] Apprehended? Mental iliness? | _] Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make - Model: Year: 
s Last Name First Name Mi. 
AKA Last Name First Name Mi. 
Sex Race: treat Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone ‘Social Security # Drivers License #: 
‘Age 0.08. Height: Weight: Fale cit 
Booking # Primary Charge ‘Secondary Charge’ 
er Coroner Case # Inoxicaton?Org Usage? [] | Substance Used 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental lliness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model Year 
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


On Wednesday, July 28, 1999, Lt. Ron Tardiff along with Investigators Sergeant Clay Porlier and 
Sergeant Stacy Lee responded to East Los Angeles Station for a Non-Hit officer involved 
shooting that occurred at approximately 2130 hours. The following summary of the incident is 
based on submitted reports as well as interviews of the involved officers and suspects. There 
were no witnesses to the event. 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 


Deputies working a C.O.P.S. team unit were patrolling an alley when the driver noticed two male Hispanics 
dressed in dark clothing crouched down between two buildings. When the two individuals saw the patrol 
car they immediately ran north through a walkway between the buildings. The driver told his bookman 
what he had seen and they quickly drove to the front of the buildings to investigate. As they entered the 
parking lot, the driver saw the suspects between the two buildings and immediately saw a muzzle flash and 
heard the report ofa high powered weapon. Fearing for their lives, the driver returned defensive fire as 
he stopped the vehicle. The bookman also returned fire, allowing the driver to exit the car and seek cover 
behind the engine block on the opposite side. A containment was set up and two individuals were 
apprehended. Follow-up investigation showed these were not the correct suspects, however information 
derived from them led to the identification and capture of the involved individuals as well as several other 
criminals. The original weapon and several other weapons were also recovered. 


BACKGROUND OF SUSPECTS 


David Rico is an unemployed twenty four year old male Hispanic who is amember of the Geraghty Street 
Gang, his moniker being “Lil Lefty”. He is approximately 5'10" and 160 Ibs with black hair and brown 
eyes. 


Michael Gonzalez is an unemployed eighteen year old male Hispanic who is also a member of the 
Geraghty Street Gang, his moniker being “Lil Chino”. He is a roximately 5'09" and 150 Ibs with black 


SUMMARY OF INCIDEN 


On Wednesday, June 28, 1999 at approximately 2130 hours, Deputics EER Bruce Strelow 
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were working aC.O.P.S. team unit QM and had just finished a contact with a parolee. As Deputy 
io: south on Miller Street, Deputy Strelow entered the information on their previous contact with 
the parolee into the MDT. Deputyturned east onto Service Street, an access way more closely 
resembling an alley. The street is lined with the backs of businesses and a small apartment complex on the 
north side and the backs of residences on the south side. As they did a slow patrol of the area, Deputy 
HB ookei to his left and noticed two male Hispanics about 30-40 feet away, crouched down ina walk 
way between a business and the apartment complex. (See Exhibit C). He noticed both individuals were 
approximately 5'09" to 6'00" and 180 to 200 Ibs and had shaved heads or closely cropped “baldy” style 
haircuts. Both were wearing dark clothing, with one of them wearing a Dallas Cowboys football jersey 
emblazoned with white lettering. Deputy Strelow was looking down at the MDT, finishing up his entry for 
their parolee contact and did not see the individuals. The two individuals noticed the patrol car at the same 
time Deputy [kaw them. As Deputylffbcgan to slow the car, the individuals immediately began 
running north in the walkway between the buildings. Deputy S. Deputy Strelow they just had two 
people run from them. Because of the late hour, their furtive movements, their resemblance to gang 
members and their presence in an area of high gang activity, Deputy decided to contact the 
individuals to learn the reason for their odd behavior. He continued to drive eastbound on Service Street 
then northbound on Van Pelt Avenue, tuming into the first driveway entering the parking lot of the business 
(a coin wash) and the apartment building. 


Immediately upon entering the parking lot, Deputy: the two individuals between the apartment 
and the coin wash. Henoticed one of them, the one wearing the blue football jersey, appeared to have an 
arm pointed towards their car. A muzzle flash and the report ofa gun followed. In immediate fear for his 
life as well as the life of his partner, Deputy if withdrew his Beretta and using his right hand, rapidly fired 
seven rounds in the direction of the suspects while continuing to control the car with his left hand. Deputy 
Strelow did not sce the muzzle flash but did hear the firing of the weapon by the suspects. As Deputy BEE 
stopped their patrol car approximately 30-40 away from the entrance to the walkway (see Exhibit C), 
Deputy Strelow, also in fear for his life and particularly the life of Deputy B opened his door and using 
the engine block of the patrol car as cover, fired one suppression round toward where the suspects were 
last seen, allowing Deputyfito exit his side of the vehicle and also take cover behind the patrol car. 
Although at the time he could not see the suspects because of the angle of the patrol car to the buildings, 
he was concerned that the suspects, afforded good cover by the dark narrow walkway and the sides of 
the buildings (see Exhibit C), would re-emerge and again engage them in gunfire, trapping Deputy 
onthe driver’s side of the patrol car with no effective cover. (Deputy Strelow was unable to return fire 
initially because his line of fire to the suspects would have involved Deputy i Deputy Strelow then 
retrieved the shotgun and used it to provide cover to the entrance of the walkway. The exchange of gunfire 
lasted a few seconds. With the suspects no longer in view and no longer receiving hostile fire, Deputy [I 
radioed for assistance. When the first assisting unit arrived, they provided cover for deputies[ffand 
Strelow as they backed their radio car out of the area. 


Acontainment was set up anda large area was searched using Canines, Aero and several SEB teams who 
by good fortune were training at East Los Angeles Station that night. Several hours later while the search 


Investigative Summary 2 SH1263371 


was being wound down, two male Hispanics matching the descriptions provided by Deputy i:r: 
arrested while walking on anearby street. Deputy i ositive!y identified the suspects Ji 
and EEE as those he saw shooting at their patrol car. Found in the area where the suspects 
fired from were an expended 7.62 x 39 shell casing as well as a live 7.62 x 39 round. The 7.62 x 39 
caliber is the standard round for AK-47 type weapons. Also recovered in the walkway was a magazine 
loaded with 7.62 x 39 rounds. The end of the walkway from which they were firing from is gated off with 
an eight foot chain link fence. A fresh bullet hole was discovered in the east post of the fence approximately 
five fect above the ground, the entry being from a downward fired angle, exiting the post and entering the 
northwest corner of the apartment building immediately adjacent to the post. All but two of the deputies 
rounds were accounted for, having struck the exterior of a nearby stairwell or the comer of the apartment 
building. (See Exhibit C). A check of the residents of the apartment found none to have suffered any 
injuries or any interior damage. 


After an exhaustive investigation by OSS detectives, it was learned that a 

Ha OM closely matched the suspect descriptions given by Deputy’ they were in fact not 
involved in the shooting and were later released. OSS detectives learned through various informants and 
follow-up that two other individuals, David Rico (Li’l Lefty) and Michael Gonzalez (Li’l Chino), both 
Geraghty Street gang members, were involved in the assault on the deputies. Interviews with Suspects 
Rico and Gonzalez as well as informants revealed that the suspects were out on the night of the assault 
looking to shoot and kill any City Terrace gang member they could find to avenge an earlier shooting of one 
of their members by the City Terrace gang. Suspect Rico carried the assault rifle while Suspect Gonzalez, 
carried a .357 revolver. (The revolver was later found by children in the yard ofa nearby residence. It 
had previously been reported stolen out of the Carson Station area.) While inside City Terrace gang area 
and planning their assault (while crouched in the walk way), they were discovered by Deputies i-i 
Strelow. Both suspects claim they did not fire their weapons and that it was the deputies that opened fire 
on them. 


When OSS had concluded their investigation, Suspects Rico and Gonzalez were in custody on charges of 
attempt murder ofa peace officer, a third suspect E was also charged as a co-conspirator 
in the assault on the deputies for his involvement in removing the assault rifle from the East Los Angeles area 
to his residence in the City of Ontario and a fourth suspect aaa was arrested on 
ano-bail warrant. The assault rifle (less the magazine) was located at the residence in Ontario along with 
two .380 semi-auto handguns, a .40 semi-auto handgun, a.22 semi-auto rifle and a 12 gauge pump shotgun 
with an extra barrel. 


Investigative Summary 3 $H1263371 


